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For Sale

The Landing Craft Air Cushion (LCAC) is a high -
speed, overthe-beach fully amphibious landing
craft, capable of carrying a 6-75 tone payload.

Make sure to come to the next meeting, as Frank
Wilcox whom work for Bell Aerospace Textron will
be telling more about this interesting vehicle.
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Keith Pugh pughkh@comcast.net  (503)7742380 From [-205 take exit onto Hwy 213 southbound. Con-

tinue on Hwy 213 to the town of Mulino. The EAA
_ Chapter Clubhouse is about 1/4 miles past the restaurant,
Young Eagles Coordinator on you right. 13801 S. Darnell Rd.

Gary Dunfee GaryDunfee@ccwebster.net(503)631-726 -
Next Up

Technical Counselor

This month, chapter member Frank Wilcox tells us about his experiences with a different type of flight. He was in-

Jerry Darrah jfd9@uvrison.net (503)887-3736F | 61ved with the development of the Landing Craft, Air Cushion (LCAC) now used by the Navy for ship to shore

Brian Moentenich  Brian.L.Moentenich@usace.army.milfl - delivery of everything from toilets to tanks for our military operations. Talk about Low and Slow (though 50 -60 mph
(503) 6667518 might give Henry a run for his money)!

Phil Groelz (503) 2665662

. ) . . The LCAC is used to transport the weapons systems, equipment, cargo and personnel of the assault elements of a

Frank Wilcox — frankwil@mindspring.com (503) 774-216 Marine Air -Ground Task Force from ship to shore and across the beach. LCAC payload capability and speed com-

Ralph Hudson  janhudson@isp.com (503) 638713} bine to significantly increase the ability of the Marine Ground Element to reach the shore. Air cushion technology
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coastline is accessible by conventional landing craft.




Mt. Hood Chapter 902 Experimental Aircraft
Association

Board Meeting 02-18-2009

Presiding: Henry Pflegl, President. Attending: G.
Sparks, S. Miller, R. Scott, P. Gauthier, G. & J. Dunfee,
K. Pugh, D. Holman, D. Sweo.

February Critique - Speaker very good after slow start,
hope he joins chapter.

March Program - Frank Wilcox, chapter member in-
volved with development of the Landing Craft, Air
Cushion (LCAC) now used by Navy for ship to shore
transport.

Tech Tip - Ideas should be submitted to Henry for inclu-
sion in the meeting.

Bowling - Henry has made arrangements at Milwaukee
Bowl where food and drinks can be supplied by users.
Eats (Pizza ordered in) at 6:30 and bowling to start at
7:00 PM 0221-2009.

Young Eagles- We have no applicants at this time, but
Dick said Sarah Schwartz would be an excellent candi-
date. Gary D. noted Christopher Lyons was awarded a
scholarship by Mulino OPA for flight lessons and if no
viable candidates for Air Academy are found, we could
do a similar scholarship. Steve noted it be in line with
our Educational justification for 501C -3 status. Board
was in agreement to consider at the appropriate time.
Gary D. mentioned a group of Scouts looking to do
Young Eagle flights could produce candidates for Air
Academy.

! UPOEI| Uz Dick&diHGne Kanch event will be at
Blue Sky Aviation in Carver on a date not yet finalized.
February 19th will visit Henry Pflegl to see progress on
his J5.

Chapter Blog Survey - Keith handed out printed sum-
maries of responses from chapter members about the
possibility of starting a chapter blog. All except one

indicated they would probably or definitely not make
use of the blog for a variety of reasons. Steve moved we
pursue it no further. Seconded and passed.

Henry adjourned the meeting.

Gary Sparks, Secretary.

Mt. Hood Chapter 902 Experimental Aircraft
Association

General Meeting 02 -11-2009

Presiding: Henry Pflegl, President. Approximately 40
members attending. Henry introduced Officers and
Board members. Guests were Herb and Marilee Hill of
Wood Village, and Heather, friend of Christopher Jones.

Dues for 2009 membership are now due and payable to
EAA 902 via Steve Miller, Treasurer. $20.00 or $25.00 if
mailed the newsletter. We must also have your EAA
National membership number. Dues go to $25.00 after
March.

Bowling night - February 21st, all members, families,
and friends invited, location will be Milwaukee Bowl, at
3056 SE Harrison St. Pizzas to be ordered in from
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shop next to his home at 20001S. Leland Rd. in Oregon
City to see progress on his J5 rebuild.

Young Eagles- Gary Dunfee mentioned the first event
of the season at the Lebanon Strawberry Festival.

Program - Jeremy Harris, aircraft restorer and welder/
technician with Blue Sky Aviation talked about his ex-
periences the restoration of a Beech Staggerwing that
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in building Stearman wings plus other current and past
projects. He answered numerous questions from inter-
ested members.
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for her extra efforts and help with the Christmas tree
sale.

Larry Knox reported on his frustrations with the State in
getting appropriate support for his efforts to establish
an FBO on the field and to get a MOGAS tank installed.
The negotiations are ongoing as to whether he will in-
vest any further money.

Ron Siring reported a friend in Montana has perma-
nently lost his medical and has a 1066 Mooney and a
1948n Chief for sale, both in excellent condition. Con-
tact Ron for details.

Ed Stepec reported Wayne Ensey of Albany had sold his
Acroduster Il and will ship it to Australia for the new
OpPOIl UBww' 1 ZzOOWET wOOOHODLOT wi
ment.

Henry conducted the raffle and adjourned the meeting.

Gary Sparks, Secretary
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Right now it's falling in heaps in the Cascades,

Snow!
and when its coming down, or even thinking about it,
flights in our small planes are few and far between.
When at last the skies clear, though, the scenery here is
nothing less than spectacular and on a par with almost
any other place accessible to light planes.

On February 14th, the afternoon hours gifted us with
some clearing and light winds, so Martha and | jumped
in the C-170 and launched for a sunset flight. Now, I've
spent many hours in the air during the winter months
and marveled at the snow covered trees and amazing
landscapes that appear when the white stuff smoothes
out the lumps and paints a monochrome landscape. |
didn't realize, though, Martha had never seen the fir cov-
ered mountains up close in deep snow. As we climbed
toward Larch Mountain, and started to circle the obser-
vation deck, her oohs and ahs came as a nice surprise.

As the snow at that elevation really hadn't penetrated to
cover the ground completely, the trees appeared to be
coated in thick frost, standing out starkly against the

dark surface beneath. The open scree slopes, however, [

were deep enough to look smooth as a sheet of the whit-
est paper. The effect was striking, and quite different
than when the ground under the trees is blanketed. Af-
ter flying east a bit farther, we turned toward Washing-

ton and Silver Star Mountain, the 5,000 foot peak just

east of Vancouver, and a site many years ago where I'd |

attempted unsuccessfully to do some paragliding.

Banking around the hoary crest and headed east again,
Martha spotted a fascinating effect I'd not seen before on
such a scale. The winds were consistent out of the east,
though not particularly strong. The storm that had just
moved over the range had left plenty of moisture about
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with Gary Sparks

and scattered clouds and fog hung in
the low lying areas. Where the ridge
lines trended north-south, the clouds
flowed like a ghostly waterfall over the
trees and into the valleys below, some-
times evaporating during the descent,
and in some cases, like in the Eagle
Creek drainage near Bonneville Dam,
forming a deep lake of fog in a narrow
green canyon, with the "foggerfall" reaching the surface.
A rare event, | suspect, and we were lucky enough to be
there and bear witness!

I'd debated whether or not to go out for the hour, but I'm
grateful 1 won over my lazier side, because when Mt.
Hood's cloud covering faded away, the setting sun cast
it's alpenglow on Hood's face, and the western sky fluo-
resced in orange and pink, then all seemed right with the
world. The added benefit of also giving Martha a unique
flight experience put the frosting on the cake and helped
to ensure future flight suggestions might be readily ac-
cepted. Just because there's only a short time available
doesn't mean a flight won't be worth the effort. Get out

and fly when you can, and tell me about it when | see
you at the meeting on the 11th!

Low & Slow

by Henry Pflegl

Hello everyone, | hope you all are taking advantage of
the nice weather we have had lately. | actually comman-
deered my favorite Citabria and flew a cross country
flight from Beaver Creek to Mulino a week ago. It had
been two and a half months since | flew last and |
needed to make sure | could still handle 150hp.

Last months speaker was interesting. It's good to see
there are people out there still able to keep the old birds
in the air, no matter what condition they receive them in.
The builders group had a good turn out at my hangar
last month, | was glad to see so many interested in my
old cub. The bowling night on February 21st was a suc-
cess, there were 22 members, family and friends on hand
to enjoy throwing heavy round balls at skinny white

pins. The high game of the evening was 203, but I've
heard rumors that the unscrupulous person had cheated.
I've put together a team of investigators to get to the bot-
tom of this. Any person that might have information
regarding this matter will be kept confidential.

| was thinking that maybe we should do this again in a
couple months, I'll get a show of hands at the meeting.
What about a fly out for March, let's watch the weather
and see! Okay I'll see you all on March 11th.




RV -9A Panel Progress The next order of business was mounting the buss bars ? 01 UU2 OWEUOw( z YT wOUDPI EwOOwWOUT E

. across the back of the circuit breakers. | used breakers
By Mike Rhodes for loads that are normally on all the time, and used
switched breakers for loads that are turned on and off as
a matter of flight conditions (Strobes, Position lights,
Landing Iights Autopilot, Electronic Ignition).
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bench and put tape labels on wire ends where they

| talked about my hand drawn electrical sketches and the  will tie into the airplane proper. Using a bench bat-
panel software | used to design the panel. tery, | was able to turn on most everything in a piece
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Avionics pre -assemble the harnesses between the

For panel labeling, | used a Brother PT-1880. It took
some experimenting to find the right combinations, but
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As the hand drawings matured, it became obvious the
best way to keep them current and detailed, was to use
some kind of computer program. | chose ExpressSCH,
which is a simple & free electrical CAD pro-

gram. The SCH part of the program comes bundled with
ExpressPCB. You can download it at: http:/
www.expresspch.com/ExpressPCBHtm/Download.htm .

Many of the symbols | used are not available in the After 70 MH of work on the bench and

"canned library", but | was able to copy them from the panel rep in the FWF area, Feb 18
works of Vern Little. Vern's work was instrumental in marked a major milestone, mounting the
getting my conversion on the right track. panel into the airplane! Son Thomas
helped and there was only a little trim-

ming required of the FWF rib flanges for
My current electrical drawings can be found at : http:/ the panel to slip into place like a glove!

www.mykitlog.com/users/display log.php?
user=n539rv&project=161&category=08&log=72791&row=3

His website is: http://www.vx -aviation.com/rv -9a.

On Nov 16™, | started with getting all the hardware
mounted to the panel.

Nav/Comm/Audio Panel trays. They did

a fine job, but | was not happy about the ~ You can see some pictures at:

harness length between the radios. Some http://www.mykitlog.com/users/display log.php?
(?f t,ht_e_m__V\{ere 4t Iong!! Pf”l n_eed(i:d" Was  user=n539rvé&project=161&cateqory=39878&I0g=72051&row=10
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up of my panel, so there was no excuse. This week marked another major milestone and that was
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